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From the beginning, the followers of Jesus have worshipped in many different spaces. We recall how Mary and the apostles were gathered in the Upper Room to pray when the Holy Spirit descended upon them. The earliest followers went to the synagogue to hear God’s word in the law and prophets, but on Sunday celebrated “the breaking of the bread” in their homes. Wealthy believers adapted their homes as house-churches, but times of persecution drove the faithful into underground caves and cemeteries. When Christianity became tolerated in the fourth century, public buildings, basilicas, and pagan shrines were given and converted for use by the Church. We are all familiar with the breathtaking cathedrals of the Middle Ages. Some of you may have worshipped in the open air churches of the Caribbean. Through the ages churches have taken different sizes, shapes, and styles. One thing does not change in a church structure: Its purpose. And that purpose is to nourish our faith.

Today we celebrate a three-fold maternal aspect of God’s love. We commemorate the thirty-eighth birthday of this building which daily and weekly nourishes our faith. We turn our hearts and prayers to the Blessed Virgin Mary who is the patroness of this church and parish. And we honor our human mothers, living and dead.

We’re all familiar, I’m sure, with the store Toys-R-Us. If we were to raise a banner over this building, we might call it Church-R-Us! The word for church in the Bible means an assembly or gathering. In Christian faith, church always means people. Church is the mystical body of Christ. For that reason, we do not come to this place as we go to a theater; we are not spectators or an audience. We are participants. We are what happens here. We are living stones. Our faith should be fed here. But we must also be changed here. Here we renew our friendship with God; here the Holy Spirit draws us together into a spiritual building, each living stone depending upon the other. Here, as the Gospel said, the primary work is reconciliation: within ourselves, between and among us, and throughout the whole world. The eucharist is called a sacrifice of reconciliation. “In Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself.”

Within this wonderful space, what matters is not how it looks but what we are doing. Our first concern shouldn’t be getting our favorite seat, but preparing ourselves. We shouldn’t we worried about who’s reading or singing; rather, we should worry about hearing God’s word and applying it to our lives. When the collection is taken, when the bread and wine are presented, we should be presenting ourselves through these gifts. When the bread and wine are changed into the body and blood of Christ, we should long to be changed into Christ. Instead of thinking how far we must go to communion, or how long it takes, we should realize that we are on pilgrimage here and throughout our lives to welcome and become one with Christ. And instead of running to be the first out of the parking lot, we should be running to spread God’s love through charity, good works, through spiritual and corporal works of mercy and love.

Today, this weekend then, may we be grateful for the gift of life in all its many forms. Let us remember those still among us, or parents, or grandparents, who built this church to bring the life of faith to themselves and families. Let us turn to Mary, mother of God and our mother, who brings us Jesus, and whose prayers continue to bring forth Christ within us. And let us remember gratefully our own mothers, living and dead, who gave us birth into this life and have made many more sacrifices for us.

