Dear 6th, 7th & 8th Grade Families,

Welcome to Notre Dame!

I am a graduate of St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana and have been teaching mathematics for over 20 years, including 12 here at Notre Dame.

I have a passion for mathematics, but as a child in 6th through 8th grades, I found the course to be very challenging.  Now, as a teacher of mathematics, I find I can relate my struggles in the past with my students.  I am constantly reworking concepts to present them as clear, concise and informative as I possibly can, so that my students are successful.

6th grade is the “fine-tuning” year in math.  Your child will be led through the four operations, addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division and their applications to whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers. 

7th grade is Pre-Algebra and a “new” world of variables, expressions, equations and the logical reasoning and thought process that is the world of Mathematics.

8th grade Algebra I is the basis for all upper level mathematics courses your child will encounter in high school. Your child is exposed to linear equations, inequalities, polynomials, functions, quadratics, and the fundamental skills to apply the concepts to the real world.

Your child has the benefit of having the same teacher for 3 years.  This allows me to build their math background in incremental stages, thus a seamless path through concepts that build upon one another.

I make myself available to the students at their convenience. Parents may contact me through the school by phone, e-mail mburns@notedameparish.net or in person.  I welcome all to visit my classroom at any time. 

I look forward to our partnership in your child’s education.

Sincerely, 

Marian Burns
