Dear Parents,

I’d like to invite you into our Writing Lab at Notre Dame. Ideas. Organization. Voice. Word Choice. Sentence Fluency. Conventions. These Six Traits align with the Indiana State Standards and form the basis for our writing program.

Can we grab the reader from the first sentence? Do our stories create a movie in our minds? Are our sentences packed with punch through action words? Do we notice how each of our sentences begins? Is our message clear, whether it’s a narrative, persuasive, how-to, memoir, or essay? That’s what we practice each week before deciding on a sample to bring to publication. 

Our pieces are always under construction through revision. The green pens come out, students plunge back into their stories or conference with each other or me to exchange ideas on how to improve their papers. 

My background includes nineteen years (ten at Notre Dame) in grades 2, 4, 5, and 6 with a special emphasis in language arts, newspaper-in-the-classroom, remediation/acceleration, and computers. Besides my affiliation with the Northwest Indiana Writing Project, I provide writing in-services to teachers. 

We think it’s important that the Writing Lab involves students from pre-school to 8th, allowing us to help them progress through the grades. Our students continue to discover the power of words and I am thrilled that when something happens to them in everyday life, they comment, “This would make a good writing idea.”  

I look forward to working with your child.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Lynn Delehanty

Writing Lab & Remediation/Acceleration 

