Dear Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Families,

Thank you for giving the staff here at Notre Dame School the opportunity to introduce ourselves and our school to you. We are committed to providing the very best education possible for our students.

Notre Dame School has been my home away from home for the past ten years. The road getting here was and is long. (My commute from Hebron is forty miles one way, but well worth every one of the forty plus minutes it takes—on a good day—to arrive here.) I literally thank God every day for leading me here.  I had previously taught in another private school and a public school. For me there is no comparison—this is the place for me. It is a safe, nurturing environment for students and staff.

My position here at Notre Dame is to teach language arts to grades six, seven, and eight. For sixth grade, this includes English, Literature, Religion, and Vocabulary; for seventh grade, this includes English, Literature, and Vocabulary; and for eighth grade, literature only. Our English classes are taught with the aid of a textbook and supplemented with essays and a research paper. The study of Literature alternates between the textbook and many novels appropriate to the grade level. The augmentation of student vernacular is implemented through the utilization of the Sadlier Vocabulary series. Our Catholic faith instruction is a combined effort of the textbook, participating in weekly Mass, celebrating Catholic Schools Week, observing holy days, Lent, and Advent, and being good role models for each other. 

We strive to keep the lines of communication open among students, parents, and staff. Our online gradebook, website, e-mail, and telephone enable us to be easily accessible. Should anyone need to contact me by telephone, the school number is 219.872.6216 or via e-mail, my address is psteffel@notredameparish.net.

Our school provides a quality education for each and every student. We appreciate all of you who place your faith in us to provide that for your child.

Sincerely,

Patricia Steffel

